Miami River Commission
Public Meeting Minutes
June 1, 2026

The Miami River Commission’s (MRC) public meeting convened at noon, June 1, 2026, in the
Downtown Library Auditorium, 101 W Flagler. Sign in sheets are attached.

Miami River Commission (MRC) Policy Committee Members and/or Designees attending:
Horacio Stuart Aguirre, Chairman, Appointed by the Governor

Jim Murley, designee for Miami-Dade County Mayor Cava

Jon Fernandez, designee for City of Miami Mayor Eileen Higgins

Martha Garay, designee for City of Miami Commissioner Rolando Escalona

William Gonzalez, designee for State Attorney Katherine Fernandez Rundle

Philip Everingham, designee for Miami Marine Council

Eileen Broton, Neighborhood Representative Appointed by City of Miami Commission
Richard Murphy, designee for Eileen Broton

Gary Gunness, Miami River Marine Group

John Michael Cornell, designee for Member at Large Appointed by the Governor
Esther Evora, designee for Miami-Dade County Member at Large

Wanda Mendez, designee for Downtown Development Authority

Emmett Moore, Neighborhood Representative Appointed by the City of Miami

Tere Garcia, designee for Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce

MRC Staff:
Brett Bibeau, Managing Director

L. Chair’s Report and “Voluntary Improvement Plan” (VIP) Update

MRC Chairman Horacio Stuart Aguirre provided the following report:

The Miami River Commission unanimously adopted the MRC’s May public meeting minutes,
which were emailed in advance of today’s meeting.

Due to the 4™ of July our July meeting will be held on July 13. The exciting agenda includes
detailed discussions regarding Illegal Charters and drawbridge operations.

MRC Vice Chairman Jim Murley provided the following Voluntary Improvement Plan (VIP)
Update:

The Miami River Commission has been actively assisting the efforts of the City, County, State,
and private sector to keep the Miami River District clean. The MRC pays professional
maintenance companies every day to remove litter, invasive plant species, graffiti and provide
landscaping, pressure washing, and Scavenger Water Decontamination Vessel services along the
Miami River. We remove 3 large 30 cubic yard dumpsters full of garbage every week.
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In addition, the MRC thanks the wonderful Hands-on-Miami volunteers for picking up garbage
along the shoreline in riverfront Curtis Park on May 24, and in Sewell Park on May 3.

Miami River Fund Inc (MRFI) President Philip Everingham stated the MRFI recently reviewed
their FY 25-26 independent clean audit, and adopted the FY 26-27 budget.

{l) Discussion Regarding the Miami-Dade County Department of Environmental
Resource Management (DERM)

Lotren Parra, Director DERM, and Katie Oswald, Chief of Staff DERM, presented a PowerPoint
regarding DERM’s responsibilities and the County’s Boater Safety Committee, which is about to
release their report.

Jim Murley noted DERM used to have a representative attend the MRC’s monthly public meeting,
and asked DERM to please recommence participating in the MRC’s monthly meetings.

Spencer Crowley stated Latitude on the River, located on the Miami River’s south shore west of 2
Ave Bridge, has been trying to pull a permit for 20 years to build a small public riverwalk
connector between existing public Riverwalk beneath the 2 Ave Bridge and at Latitude on the
River. Director Parra said she would look into it. In addition, Mr Crowly stated DERM denied
the City of Miami’s application to bring a collapsing shoreline in Sewell Park, which is not
compliant with code, into compliance by building a seawall with a few slips including slips for
Marine Patrol, and DERM denied the application. Therefore, the City is appealing to the EQCB
this summer.

Chairman Aguirre invited DERM to participate in the MRC’s July 13 public meeting regarding
illegal charters. Chairman Aguirre asked if there is a regulation that a vessel docked behind a
single-family home must be registered to the same owner of the house, and Director Parra said she
would look into it and get back to the MRC with an answer.

Eileen Broton asked if there is a regulation regarding “rafiing™ boats two abreast, and Director
Parra said she would look into it and get back to the MRC with an answer,

William Gonzalez, State Attorney’s Office, stated when he tried to prosecute arrests made for
pollution, he lost the cases because DERM did not testify that the pollution is damaging the
environment, and asked DERM to testify in future pollution arrest cases. Director Parra stated she
was unaware, and that she would look into it.

Emmett Moore asked if DERM was working with oysters to improve water quality, and Director
Parra replied no, but they are working with sponges to try and reduce pollution. Spencer Crowley
stated he would email a presentation made to the Biscayne Bay Board regarding oysters improving
water quality.

PUBLIC DOCUMENT
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) Discussion Regarding Draft Legislation to Assist the Miami River Greenway

Samantha Maldonado, City of Miami Planning Department, presented a PowerPoint regarding 2
draft ordinances which allows sites near the Miami River Greenway to access Floor Area and
bonus height, but not additional units / density, through paying cash towards construction of the
on-road Miami River Greenway where funding is needed. Ms. Maldonado stated the 2 draft
ordinances will be presented to the City of Miami’s Planning and Zoning Board in June and the
City Commission in July.

MRC Urban Infill & Greenways Subcommittee’s May minutes were distributed featuring
Subcommittee Chairman Murley’s recommended approval of the 2 presented ordinances to assist
the Miami River Greenway. Mr Murley thanked the items sponsor Commissioner Rosado, and
the City of Miami, for their continued support for finishing construction of the 80% complete 10-
mile public Miami River Greenway.

The MRC adopted a resolution respectfully recommending approval, subject to the following
conditions:
1) Increase the cost for a developer to buy additional height
2) Funding collected from developments in the areas of the various
Greenways should be used on the specific Greenway located close
to the site where the funding is collected. For example, funding
collected from developments near the Miami River Greenway
should be used on the Miami River Greenway, funding collected
from developments near the Ludlam Trail should be used on the
Ludlam Trail, etc.
3) The available incentive should not be used in a manner that
displaces nor disrupts marine industrial uses.

IV) Discussion Regarding Replacing 836 Fenders

Oscar Gonzalez, FDOT, distributed and presented, “I-395 / S R. 836/1-95 Design-Build Project”.
The $866 million doHar project commenced in July 2018 and is estimated to be completed in 2029,
In the near future they will commence replacing the existing 836 bridge fenders with the improved
fenders, but keep the existing fenders length. FDOT will be inviting the Marine Industry to
monthly meetings to coordinate these projects and ensure continued navigation in Port Miami
River’s federal navigable channel.

Spencer Crowley asked for the status of extending the public Miami River Greenway beneath 836.
Sergio Besu, EAC consulting, stated on the north shore they will construct a seawall and replace
the riverfront sidewalk. MRC Director Bibeau asked for the new sidewalk to be the standard mesa
beige color of the Miami River Greenway. Mr Besu stated regarding the south shore beneath 836
they are working with the City of Miami whom will apply for a grant to make the Greenway and
stabilize the shoreling, and then GSX would deed the area to the City of Miami,
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V. Subcommittee Reports

a. The Miami River Commission Urban Infill and Greenways Subcommittee’s May public
meeting minutes were distributed. The next meeting is 6/9, 2 PM, 1407 NW 7 ST.

b. The Miami River Commission Stormwater Subcommittee’s March 4, 2026 public meeting
minutes were distributed. The next meeting is 6/3, 10 AM, 1407 NW 7 ST.

V1. New Business

The MRC presented a plaque of appreciation to Spencer Crowley, FIND, which has provided the
Miami River millions of dollars for Greenways, dredging, etc.

The public meeting adjourned.

PUBLIC DOCUMENT



Miami River Commission
Public Meeting

June 1, 2026 — 12:00 PM
101 W Flagler, Miami FL - Main Library Auditorium

Name Orgaqization Telephone Email
L \\\ (’JU\U b m\ "CM!, >m & (,25_ M7-056 9 C/z E;L; f::lq% :z.&(_g;\

QL\M@QA TIOD %05 QR 2 SSUTt  Hseco “J@f@

o @i - OF
e f’%eié_)zw\- [HEs

J st C;eﬂ.bk \

jf““'”“““ @;am\i Me
E MMETT W@g g(THEa LWG) 30§ 728 4{ 50 gﬁ.hgﬂﬁqu@éha“mt

/Jﬁw’\% N\w\fo\ W\h&“ﬂ@m 6’FC—/ Jes41 <YK u)aﬁwq(@u wove urfgf@ Vbt
‘/’ffm’auo Sﬁm )45(, e
K@'fﬁ 5y [)@_,cu,t MEC So5 ¢ St/ esYY
| /f)‘&‘HJD [OLQL(@/W/CM/HJ"N rcomMmisiion, a’/‘j

G \X 306- 20/ -—/fo
/ ’/--' ~
S¢Rer8 Blsu sAisndEtcovs

Q{m Geoilez WA }éﬁi/ﬂﬁ Tlraesier LAl
Lo Rals dope COT A7, FLAS

Sown Maldoadp  Miars £ "‘i JO5 4167 110F  Sampmaldsrado@

o 2le and ML N Mo N 2,1 Dp - g 's
T‘%Vu L Aet OLer Mt r\tjz VLA e fe "Uan ), qov

-~ ) 7 £ L,”? “V A4 i _g\’}
(5 ) \50 }DC}( Sh%l h\Dw}! {'ﬂ:{ A LA.":/{,; J:{ L oM
ﬁwﬂ{ &g_/ “?‘f‘(“f'%ﬂ‘wﬁ el oy gooop gl

\Wﬁ?d(bc%w.ur‘



Miami River Commission

Public Meeting

June 1, 2026 - 12:00 PM
101 W Flagler, Miami FL - Main Library Auditorium

Name Organization Telephone Email
PH L CYERIN&IOM MéZ‘/ﬂ»/,g,;,Né LoJneit 305 981-109 Pbdm;é@ Aovingil oo
Joun fervnmnder Office of Mayor 305 -56|-538F jonfernarder
Eileen Higgins Ve <

- — sy g = {O _@_g WL[" _g\_q_/
Sl Rk MRS P, 5(7- o4 a€

Kimaw \“’\um()\w] " i -'bish;,a.i nNeL Sar KYra o~ FU0g

lQa%é,ck Mt el DHOHW - L L L’%ﬂg WMQM\-.MXLm\,
OREN Guaness  MRME [RoPy oq 424 -2947 Sf_-;z\nu:‘@

(Q/%LK{\'L( Vol ‘P\K\jk"\\\t'tw\ bf&(_ PR 7\({3 q(éC\- g @MCOMETO boI‘(
LOu_‘
L” LS-{-L\QF fév\,ro.@

Kithe 0w niq WAAWAL- Dl 9 9 ] Grviize - gar

- AU GIRPAY]

Liwiihy =

Lataleen: Dswald
T)E\QVV\ A WAL Awndde. 61

N:;‘Uu'lw}, L)»‘«\U{G‘S Ol DL Rk/\ G 8- 1473 Mq}‘ } v ‘\5L’1H/{J&J ~leRoin

W | (A fid’\r{x- j ‘-—if

Hiw Game & pu LD Tt - 177200 - Tore, e @

0‘4\@.(\ A Pf@wb{ 2 M1 €17 / A 5/7" cony
: ) ,1
Martha Garay COMmisSiont ¥ (x, ) G&84-251 \ﬁ@ffm @W

(:SCCHOH &)
AN myu ay@

j
m.am JCJL‘V o



